
ISMS Phone Numbers 

Main Desk - 244-5148 

6th Grade - 244-5923 

7th Grade - 244-5203 

8th Grade - 244-5094 

Clinic - 244-5148            

Ext. 2514 

Attendance - 244-5148    

Ext. 2419 

Homework Hotline  244-5109 

   OCTOBER 2009 

Indian Springs Middle School  

ISMS EAGLE STAR 

October Calendar  

Oct. 2 - 8th gr. field trip to 
Mississinewa 1812  

Oct. 20 - 1st Quarter Ends  

Oct. 22 - Market Day pick -up  

Oct. 27 - Report cards will be 
distributed  

Oct. 30 - Staff Development 
45 min. delay  

Looking Ahead  

Nov. 3 - Sixth gr.  Honorõs 

breakfast  

Nov. 4 - Seventh gr. Honorõs 

breakfast  

Nov. 5 - Eighth gr. Honorõs 

breakfast  

Nov. 6 - National Middle 

School Conference in Indy  

NO MIDDLE SCHOOL       

STUDENTS  

Nov. 11 - Veteranõs Day-Staff 
Development Day               
NO STUDENTS   

Nov. 12 - Fish Fry  

Nov. 20 - Staff Development 
45 min. delay  

Nov. 26 -27                
Thanksgiving Break  

Jan Boylen~Principal          Jennifer Reiff~ Assistant Principal 



Please take a moment to consider if your children  qualify for assistance with health care or college tuition.  Two 

very important programs in the State of Indiana that help in these areas are Hoosier Healthwise for children and 

The 21st Century Scholarship program.   

Look at the chart below to see if your household qualifies for Hoosier Healthwise for children.   This program is  

designed to help pay for your childrenõs medical bills or counseling services.   If you qualify, please call 244 -6331  

for an application.  

Yearly Household Income    Hourly income    Number of children  

Up to $19,600     Up to $9.42     One 

Up to $26,400     Up to $12.69     Two 

Up to $33,200     Up to $15.96     Three 

Up to $40,000     Up to $19.21     Four  

Up to $46,800     Up to $22.50     Five  

Up to $53,600     Up to $25.77     Six  

 

21st Century Scholars  

Apply today for guaranteed money to pay for college tuition.  

 

Two ways to apply:  1.  Online:  www.scholars.in.gov   

            2.  Get an enrollment form from your school counselor.  

 

Current Income Requirements for the 2009 -2010 Enrollment Period  

Household Size    Maximum Annual Income  

2    $26,955 

3    $33,874 

4    $40,793 

5    $47,712 

6    $54,631 

Counselorõs Corner 

New After -School Counseling Provider  

The WCCS counselors are pleased to continue offering families in our school district the option 

of additional counseling support.  Effective October 19, 2009, Park Center, Inc. will be our new 

Student Assistance Program provider.  After school counseling appointments will be held at 

Little Turtle Elementary School in Whitley County, or they can be scheduled to meet at Park 

Centerõs main office in Fort Wayne.  The first two counseling sessions will be free.  Thereafter 

either personal insurance or a sliding scale based on income will determine the fee.  Bowen 

Center will no longer be the provider for our Student Assistance Program .   All WCCS        

counselors will continue supporting students and families every day in a multitude of ways.  In 

some cases additional support is needed, and we are pleased to be able to offer the Park Center 

option through a federal grant.  To make an appointment with a Park Center counselor, call,     

l -866-481-2700.  If you have any additional questions please call your school counselor, and he 

or she will be glad to assist you.  

http://www.scholars.in.gov


Dear Parents,  

 As good parents, you know that in todayõs world you must be more cautious about what 

your children do and where your children go.  In an attempt to help keep you better informed   

of how to avoid some potentially dangerous situations, we have located a website that identifies 

the sex offenders in Whitley County.  Unfortunately, there are numerous offenders in our 

county, including the area around Whitley County Consolidated Schools.  You may want to 

know where and with whom your children are spending their leisure time.  If you would like  

access this information, go to:  

http://www.insor.org/insasoweb/  

Once there, follow these steps:  

Verify that you have read the information given and that you will use the registry     

properly.  This will take you to a new web page.  

Determine how you would like to gather your information. One of the easiest ways is      

to use the zip code.  You can enter the zip code approximately halfway down the page.  

Once you have entered this information, a map will be displayed with the location of      

all sex offenders.   

Click on the blue or green squares located on the map to access the name and address    

of the offender.  (It is possible to zoom out on the map as well.)  

We earnestly wish that we did not have the need to share this information, but in order to   

keep our students safe and parents informed, we felt it was necessary.  

    Sincerely,  

    WCCS Administrators  

WCCS has approved seven dates as 45ð minute staff development delay days for the         

upcoming 2009 -2010 school year. All schools (K -12) will be delayed by 45 minutes in the     

morning.   

September 25, 2009  February 26, 2010     

October 30, 2009   March 26, 2010   

November 20, 2009    April 23, 2010  

January 29, 2010  

Activity Class and Grading  

For the 2009 -2010 school year, all activity classes will have a grade ñstudents will earn either  

a P (pass) or F (fail) for these classes. A passing grade indicates that your child is prepared,      

organized and on task. If you have a question regarding your childõs grade, please contact the 

teacher of that class. For a list of staff emails, please visit our website at www.wccs.k12.in.us/

isms.  Once there, click on Staff and along the left side, click Staff Directory.  

Be Aware of  your Surroundings  

http://www.insor.org/insasoweb/
http://www.wccs.k12.in.us/isms
http://www.wccs.k12.in.us/isms


If your child has any health changes please report them to 

the nurse directly @ 244 -5203, ext. 2514.  

ISMS Annual 

Veteranôs Day Fish Fry & 

Tenderloin Dinner 

  

   Thursday, November 12 

         4:00-7:30 P.M. 

        

      

 Adults - $7.50 (ages 13 & over) 

 Children - $4.50 (ages 6-12) 

   (Children 5 and younger are free) 

ISMS Booster Club  

The Indian Springs Middle School 

Booster Club is a great way to get in-

volved in your childôs school. ISMS 

Boosters meet the second Monday of 

each month in the Conference Room at 7:00 P.M. 

Upcoming Meetings ~  

October 12, 2009 

November 9, 2009 

December 7, 2009 

We invite you to attend and get involved. If you have 

any questions, please feel free to contact Betty Wise, 

President, at 625-8059 or Carmen Eger, Treasurer, at 

229-0295. 

VISITOR BADGE 

Parents and visitors are always welcome at Indian Springs Middle School. In order to   

maintain an appropriate school environment, we ask  that when entering the school all   

visitors report and sign in at the receptionistõs desk. At that time, you will receive a visitor 

pass that you must wear throughout their visit. Also, you will be required to leave a picture 

I.D. that will be returned when you leave. The secretary will contact the appropriate school  

personnel of your arrival. Please note that for safety and to maintain an orderly learning 

atmosphere, visitors without an appointment must receive this pass before speaking with  

a teacher.  

8th Grade Science Night  

November 3th & 4th, 2009  4:00 - 7:00 PM 

Put it on your calendar!   Eighth grade         

students, along with a family member (parent, 

aunt, uncle, grandma, grandpa, brother,        

sister) choose from multiple labs in the projects 

area. More details will be sent home closer to 

Science Night. Science Night is a required     

activity for eighth grade students as it will be 

taking the place of their Science Fair projects.  

On November 5 th  there will be a         

presentation at òAfter School Centraló on 

bullying for WCCS middle and high 

school students from 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 

P.M.  Sheriff Thor Hodges will be talking 

about cyber bullying as well as               

inappropriate text messaging.   Pat   

Mossburg and a representative from 

Whitley County Consolidated Schools 

will also speak about bullying.   There 

will be time allotted for questions and 

concerns for students who attend . 

Reminder -Students are not allowed to wear shorts after October 20é. 



Sixth Grade Happenings  

There is much happening this nine weeks in the sixth grade.  Students had student council elections, and many 

qualified candidates ran this year.  Students who ran for a spot on the student council gave speeches to their peers 

who then voted for the ones they thought were best qualified to represent them.  The winners for the 6A team are 

Macenzie Lane, Taylor Duncan, Jonathan Fix, and McKade Kennedy. The winners for the 6B team are Alek Baker, 

Gavin Parish, Lauren Jagger, and Rylee Hackworth. The winners for the 6C team are Ricky Day, Athena Arnold, 

Anna Dice and Chase Emmert.  

We had two guest speakers for the sixth graders the first nine weeks.  Mr. Dunn spoke about his adventures      

raccoon hunting with his hounds.  Students read Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls and learned  about 

the adventures of the main character, Billy.  Mr. Dunn brought in his dogs to show the students and answer their 

questions.  This is always a wonderful presentation, and the students look forward to it.   

Another presentation that students attended was one regarding metrics.  In science this nine weeks, they have 

studied metrics and its use in the world of science and their real lives.  Mr. Jeff Gust, a metrologist (not to be     

confused with a meteorologist who studies weather), presented on the use of metrics in the past and present.  He 

spoke about his career as a metrologist and answered the studentsõ questions.  It was a great presentation that  

students will remember all year!   

Now here is a look at what students have been up to in their core classesé 

The first nine weeks was very busy for sixth grade scientists .  They started with the Nature of Science where they 

learned the scientific method and had several chances to apply it.  They did a Student Created 

Experiment where they had the opportunity to use the scientific method in a project of their 

own.  They then presented their information to their classmates.   

Students also learned about the Solar System and Beyond.  During this unit, there were many 

important questions answered such as:  Why do we have seasons?  Why is there day and 

night?  What is a neap tide?  Students had an opportunity to do several hands on projects and 

labs during this unit.  This is always a favorite topic of many students.   

Social Studies class began the year with a review of map skills.   We took a look at all the components of a map, 

as well as different types of maps and their uses.  Students also worked with longitude and latitude to find         

locations on a grid.   After reviewing map skills, students moved on to Ancient Greece and Rome.  Students will  

continue to complete research on these two cultures and determine how they have influenced us in modern society.   

Students will have choice in the final projects that they complete on these two cultures.  Please be aware of the  

upcoming medieval unit.   We would love for students to wear medieval costumes for our feast.  A letter will be sent 

home pertaining to this event.   It is a highlight of the sixth grade year and will take place in November.  It has 

been a great start to the year, and we look forward to òtravelingó around the world with your children this year. 

Students in math classes have studied mean, median, mode, range, stem and leaf plots and frequency tables.   By 

the end of the nine weeks, students will have learned about decimals (adding, subtracting, multiplying and        

dividing) and applying them to real life situations such as perimeter and area.   They will 

also convert them to fractions. The second nine weeks will begin their study with fractions.  

The language arts classes have been working on process writing using the Six Traits as the 

framework.  Figurative language, main idea, and genres are being reviewed and studied. 

DOL, diagramming sentences, writerõs notebook, and parts of speech will be ongoing topics 

in the language arts framework.  The next unit will include poetry and medieval literature to 

complement the social studies unit.  

ISMS Classroom News 



ISMS Classroom News 

8th Grade ~ In Pre -Algebra, we will start the month with a weeklong unit study of formulas.  

This unit will encompass area and perimeter of regular and irregular shapes, and 

also volume and surface area.  Then we will turn to Chapter 4, which deals with   

factors, monomials, powers, GCF, negative exponents, and scientific notation. In   

Algebra, we will finish our study of equations, in which showing work is vital. Then 

we will study inequalities and their graphs.  We will conclude the month by           

beginning Chapter 4, which is the study of solving  proportions 

and how to apply them to real world situations.  The eighth grade social 

studies classes will begin the month of October with an ending: the end of 

the American Revolution.  We will discuss the effects the war had on 

American  society and will move right into the constitutional convention.  

We will ask, òHow did the founding fathers establish a strong union?ó and 

òHow did men such as George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson 

and Alexander Hamilton work together or against each other for the good of 

our new country?ó  We will talk about the development of the Executive Branch with the first 

President, George Washington.  We will end the month by analyzing the construction of our 

governmental checks and balance system.  A field trip to Mississinewa and end of quarter      

exams will add to the excitement of a very prosperous month!  

7th Grade ~ Language Arts ñThis nine weeks, seventh grade language arts classrooms are studying eve-

rything that non -fiction has to offer.   This month we will specifically look at One Search, after a two -day 

tutorial in the library.   All students will be responsible for compiling a research project about a country 

that includes:   an outline, note cards (12), and a question/answer response worksheet.   Further details 

will be provided in class.   The research correlates with topics in seventh grade social studies classrooms.  

What is so special about the following sentence?... She quickly shoved her dirty socks under the 

bed, crying òOh, no!ó  It contains ALL essential parts of speech.   We will introduce and review nouns, 

verbs, pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, and interjections.   Want to try something fun with your child while 

reviewing parts of speechétry a Mad Lib.  They are great for review!  

Math ñMath and pre -algebra are both learning about integers (whole numbers and their opposites).   We 

just finished order of operations, properties, and translating phrases into expressions and equations.  

Social Studies ---In social studies we have studied geography, map skills, climate, and cultures. Students 

are getting the òbig pictureó of the world and will soon be narrowing it down to countries in Asia, the 

Middle East, and Africa. If you or someone you know has traveled to any of these places and would like 

to share your first hand experiences with us, please feel free to contact your childõs social studies 

teacher: Mr. Taylor 7A, Mr. Hoppe 7B, or Mrs. Shearer 7C teams. Guest speakers can make studying a 

place much more real and interesting!  

Science---In October, the students will use the skills they learned from the scientific method and apply 

them to geology topics.   First, we will discuss rocks and the rock cycle.   Students will then look at the 

geological time scale and investigate fossils.   This unit closes with a fun lab that is great to eat.  

Congratulations, our students finished the fall MAP tests!  

Just a reminder that November is seventh grade Market Day month. That means we 

share the profits with City Stars and that will help defray the costs of the many activities 

and study trips.  

We also want to encourage you to purchase pies (will be delivered right before Thanksgiving!) from   

Market Dayéwhich also helps to provide scholarships for students that need assistance for the Chicago 

trip.  

     


